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Foundations of Effective Influence Operations Eric Victor Larson 2009 The authors aim to assist the U.S. Army in understanding "influence operations,"
capabilities that may allow the United States to effectively influence the attitudes and behavior of particular foreign audiences while minimizing or avoiding
combat. The book identifies approaches, methodologies, and tools that may be useful in planning, executing, and assessing influence operations.
The Signal and the Noise Nate Silver 2015-02-03 UPDATED FOR 2020 WITH A NEW PREFACE BY NATE SILVER "One of the more momentous books of
the decade." —The New York Times Book Review Nate Silver built an innovative system for predicting baseball performance, predicted the 2008 election
within a hair’s breadth, and became a national sensation as a blogger—all by the time he was thirty. He solidified his standing as the nation's foremost political
forecaster with his near perfect prediction of the 2012 election. Silver is the founder and editor in chief of the website FiveThirtyEight. Drawing on his own
groundbreaking work, Silver examines the world of prediction, investigating how we can distinguish a true signal from a universe of noisy data. Most
predictions fail, often at great cost to society, because most of us have a poor understanding of probability and uncertainty. Both experts and laypeople
mistake more confident predictions for more accurate ones. But overconfidence is often the reason for failure. If our appreciation of uncertainty improves, our
predictions can get better too. This is the “prediction paradox”: The more humility we have about our ability to make predictions, the more successful we can
be in planning for the future. In keeping with his own aim to seek truth from data, Silver visits the most successful forecasters in a range of areas, from
hurricanes to baseball to global pandemics, from the poker table to the stock market, from Capitol Hill to the NBA. He explains and evaluates how these
forecasters think and what bonds they share. What lies behind their success? Are they good—or just lucky? What patterns have they unraveled? And are their
forecasts really right? He explores unanticipated commonalities and exposes unexpected juxtapositions. And sometimes, it is not so much how good a
prediction is in an absolute sense that matters but how good it is relative to the competition. In other cases, prediction is still a very rudimentary—and
dangerous—science. Silver observes that the most accurate forecasters tend to have a superior command of probability, and they tend to be both humble and
hardworking. They distinguish the predictable from the unpredictable, and they notice a thousand little details that lead them closer to the truth. Because of
their appreciation of probability, they can distinguish the signal from the noise. With everything from the health of the global economy to our ability to fight
terrorism dependent on the quality of our predictions, Nate Silver’s insights are an essential read.
Strategic Latency Unleashed Zachary Davis 2021-01-30 The world is being transformed physically and politically. Technology is the handmaiden of much of
this change. But since the current sweep of global change is transforming the face of warfare, Special Operations Forces (SOF) must adapt to these
circumstances. Fortunately, adaptation is in the SOF DNA. This book examines the changes affecting SOF and offers possible solutions to the complexities
that are challenging many long-held assumptions. The chapters explore what has changed, what stays the same, and what it all means for U.S. SOF. The
authors are a mix of leading experts in technology, business, policy, intelligence, and geopolitics, partnered with experienced special operators who either
cowrote the chapters or reviewed them to ensure accuracy and relevance for SOF. Our goal is to provide insights into the changes around us and generate
ideas about how SOF can adapt and succeed in the emerging operational environment.
The Death of Expertise Thomas M. Nichols 2017 A cult of anti-expertise sentiment has coincided with anti-intellectualism, resulting in massively viral yet
poorly informed debates ranging from the anti-vaccination movement to attacks on GMOs. As Tom Nichols shows in The Death of Expertise, there are a
number of reasons why this has occurred-ranging from easy access to Internet search engines to a customer satisfaction model within higher education.
Health Systems in Transition Thomas Rice 2021-10-20 The book provides a thorough review of the U.S. health care system, including its organization and
financing, care delivery, recent reforms, and an evaluation of the system's performance.
The Oxford Guide to the Romance Languages Martin Maiden 2016-03-10 The Oxford Guide to the Romance Languages is the most exhaustive treatment of
the Romance languages available today. Leading international scholars adopt a variety of theoretical frameworks and approaches to offer a detailed structural
examination of all the individual Romance varieties and Romance-speaking areas, including standard, non-standard, dialectal, and regional varieties of the
Old and New Worlds. The book also offers a comprehensive comparative account of major topics, issues, and case studies across different areas of the
grammar of the Romance languages. The volume is organized into 10 thematic parts: Parts 1 and 2 deal with the making of the Romance languages and their
typology and classification, respectively; Part 3 is devoted to individual structural overviews of Romance languages, dialects, and linguistic areas, while Part 4
provides comparative overviews of Romance phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics and pragmatics, and sociolinguistics. Chapters in Parts 5-9 examine
issues in Romance phonology, morphology, syntax, syntax and semantics, and pragmatics and discourse, respectively, while the final part contains case
studies of topics in the nominal group, verbal group, and the clause. The book will be an essential resource for both Romance specialists and everyone with
an interest in Indo-European and comparative linguistics.
From Pleasure Machines to Moral Communities Geoffrey M. Hodgson 2013 Are humans at their core seekers of their own pleasure or cooperative members
of society? Paradoxically, they are both. Pleasure-seeking can take place only within the context of what works within a defined community, and central to any
community are the evolved codes and principles guiding appropriate behavior, or morality. The complex interaction of morality and self-interest is at the heart
of Geoffrey M. Hodgson’s approach to evolutionary economics, which is designed to bring about a better understanding of human behavior. In From Pleasure
Machines to Moral Communities, Hodgson casts a critical eye on neoclassical individualism, its foundations and flaws, and turns to recent insights from
research on the evolutionary bases of human behavior. He focuses his attention on the evolution of morality, its meaning, why it came about, and how it
influences human attitudes and behavior. This more nuanced understanding sets the stage for a fascinating investigation of its implications on a range of
pressing issues drawn from diverse environments, including the business world and crucial policy realms like health care and ecology. This book provides a
valuable complement to Hodgson’s earlier work with Thorbjørn Knudsen on evolutionary economics in Darwin’s Conjecture, extending the evolutionary
outlook to include moral and policy-related issues.
Viet Nam Brian Van Arkadie 2004-01-01 Viet Nam has seen consistent rapid economic growth and impressive declines in poverty since it initiated its Doi Moi
economic reforms in the late 1980s. Viet Nam has taken a selective, step-by-step approach to reform—an approach often criticised by proponents of the
Washington Consensus. That this approach has been so successful has come as something of a surprise to much of the international community. Analysing
closely aspects of Viet Nam’s reform process, enterprise development, income growth and poverty alleviation, Viet Nam: a transition tiger? argues that Viet
Nam’s remarkable development is not readily explained by the more orthodox versions of the Washington Consensus. Successful policy is not built on
mechanistic replication of some general reform blueprint, but on responding pragmatically to specific national circumstances. Government policy has had an
impact on economic performance but economic experience has also guided the formulation of economic policy. Faced with increasingly complex economic
conditions, Vietnamese policymakers will need to rely more than ever on their flexibility and pragmatism if Viet Nam’s remarkable economic performance is to
be sustained.
Ukraine Anders Aslund 2015-04-17 Ukraine has been wracked by a year of unprecedented political, economic, and military turmoil. Russian military
aggression in the east and a legacy of destructive policies and corruption have created an imminent existential crisis for this young democracy. Yet Ukraine
also has a great opportunity to break out of economic underperformance. In this study, Anders Åslund, one of the world's leading experts on Ukraine, traces
Ukraine's evolution as a market economy starting with the fall of communism and examines the economic impact of its recent difficulties. Åslund argues that

Ukraine must undertake sweeping political, economic, social, and government reforms to achieve prosperity and independence. For its part, the West must
abandon its hesitant approach and provide broad economic assistance to help Ukraine transform itself.
Challenging Codes Alberto Melucci 1996-09-12 Leading social movements theorist examines collective action in the context of the information society.
Good Capitalism, Bad Capitalism, and the Economics of Growth and Prosperity William J. Baumol 2007-01-01 In this important book, William J. Baumol,
Robert E. Litan, and Carl J. Schramm contend that the answers to these questions lie within capitalist economies, though many observers make the mistake
of believing that "capitalism" is of a single kind. Writing in an accessible style, the authors dispel that myth, documenting four different varieties of capitalism,
some "Good" and some "Bad" for growth. The authors identify the conditions that characterize Good Capitalism--the right blend of entrepreneurial and
established firms, which can vary among countries--as well as the features of Bad Capitalism. They examine how countries catching up to the United States
can move faster toward the economic frontier, while laying out the need for the United States itself to stick to and reinforce the recipe for growth that has
enabled it to be the leading economic force in the world. This pathbreaking book is a must read for anyone who cares about global growth and how to ensure
America's economic future.
Security and International Relations Edward A. Kolodziej 2005-09 Presents security studies as a branch of international relations theory, providing a valuable
new survey of the subject.
Understanding Policy Change Cristina Corduneanu-Huci 2012-11-09 This book provides the reader with the full panoply of political economy tools and
concepts necessary to understand, analyze, and integrate how political and social factors may influence the success or failure of their policy goals.
Authoritarianism and the Elite Origins of Democracy Michael Albertus 2017-12-31 Provides an innovative theory of regime transitions and outcomes, and tests
it using extensive evidence between 1800 and today.
Beyond Convergence National Defense University (US) 2017-08-24 The world order built upon the Peace of Westphalia is faltering. State fragility or failure
are endemic, with no fewer than one-third of the states in the United Nations earning a "high warning"-or worse-in the Fragile States Index, and an equal
number suffering a decline in sustainability over the past decade.1 State weakness invites a range of illicit actors, including international terrorists, globally
networked insurgents, and transnational criminal organizations (TCOs). The presence and operations of these entities keep states weak and incapable of
effective governance, and limit the possibility of fruitful partnerships with the United States and its allies. Illicit organizations and their networks fuel corruption,
eroding state legitimacy among the governed, and sowing doubt that the state is a genuine guardian of the public interest. These networks can penetrate the
state, leading to state capture, and even criminal sovereignty.2 A growing number of weak and corrupt states is creating gaping holes in the global rule-based
system of states that we depend on for our security and prosperity. Indeed, the chapters of this book suggest the emergence of a highly adaptive and parasitic
alternative ecosystem, based on criminal commerce and extreme violence, with little regard for what we commonly conceive of as the public interest or the
public good. The last 10 years have seen unprecedented growth in interactivity between and among a wide range of illicit networks, as well as the emergence
of hybrid organizations that use methods characteristic of both terrorist and criminal groups. In a convergence of interests, terrorist organizations collaborate
with cartels, and trafficking organizations collude with insurgents. International terrorist organizations, such as al-Qaeda and Hezbollah, engage energetically
in transnational crime to raise funds for their operations. Prominent criminal organizations like Los Zetas in Mexico and D-Company in Pakistan have adopted
the symbolic violence of terrorists-the propaganda of the deed-to secure their "turf." And networked insurgents, such as the Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant (ISIL), the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC), and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), have adopted the techniques of both
crime and terror.
Cybernetic Revolutionaries Eden Medina 2014-01-10 A historical study of Chile's twin experiments with cybernetics and socialism, and what they tell us about
the relationship of technology and politics. In Cybernetic Revolutionaries, Eden Medina tells the history of two intersecting utopian visions, one political and
one technological. The first was Chile's experiment with peaceful socialist change under Salvador Allende; the second was the simultaneous attempt to build a
computer system that would manage Chile's economy. Neither vision was fully realized—Allende's government ended with a violent military coup; the system,
known as Project Cybersyn, was never completely implemented—but they hold lessons for today about the relationship between technology and politics.
Drawing on extensive archival material and interviews, Medina examines the cybernetic system envisioned by the Chilean government—which was to feature
holistic system design, decentralized management, human-computer interaction, a national telex network, near real-time control of the growing industrial
sector, and modeling the behavior of dynamic systems. She also describes, and documents with photographs, the network's Star Trek-like operations room,
which featured swivel chairs with armrest control panels, a wall of screens displaying data, and flashing red lights to indicate economic emergencies. Studying
project Cybersyn today helps us understand not only the technological ambitions of a government in the midst of political change but also the limitations of the
Chilean revolution. This history further shows how human attempts to combine the political and the technological with the goal of creating a more just society
can open new technological, intellectual, and political possibilities. Technologies, Medina writes, are historical texts; when we read them we are reading
history.
Causes of War Jack S. Levy 2011-09-15 Written by leading scholars in the field, Causes of War provides the first comprehensive analysis of the leading
theories relating to the origins of both interstate and civil wars. Utilizes historical examples to illustrate individual theories throughout Includes an analysis of
theories of civil wars as well as interstate wars -- one of the only texts to do both Written by two former International Studies Association Presidents
The Revolution and the Civil War in Spain Pierre Broué 2008 An outstanding history that shows how a promising workers' movement ended in a fascist
victory. What emerges most clearly in this detailed and long out of print history, is how the popular front held back radical measures that would have
galvanised the working class and peasant base of the revolution, and decisively weakened Franco's forces. Author Pierre Broue way for many years a
professor of contemporary history at the Institut d'Etudes politiques in Grenoble, and was a world-renowned specialist on the Communist and international
workers' movements.
Development Challenges in the 1990s Tim Besley 2005-04-01 The 1990s was a decade of historical significance with numerous and remarkable changes. It
was also a time of considerable reforms that strengthened the policy framework in a large number of countries. Yet the resulting growth experiences of
developing countries have been extremely varied and often below expectations. What have we learned from this experience? And how can these lessons be
applied to the challenges we face in the new millennium? Development Challenges in the 1990s brings together the insights and experiences of some of the
world's leading policymakers and global thought leaders, individuals who have had substantial influence on the policy reforms and development strategies in
their native countries. Sharing their unique perspectives, these 'practitioners of development' explain the reasons for the uneven outcomes of the 1990s and,
with the benefit of hindsight, draw relevant lessons for the future. Essays by leading global economists cover a wide range of topics, from the Washington
Consensus as a policy prescription for development to the successes and failures of post-Communist transition countries. Those interested in economics,
political science, and international studies will find much to think about in this challenging collection. Contributors include: Lawrence H. Summers, Leszek
Balcerowicz, James Bradford Long, Kwesi Botchwey, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Yegor Gaidar, Alejandro Foxley, Zhou Xiaochuan, Montek Ahluwalia, John
Williamson, Eduardo Aninat, Mario Blejer, and Kemal Dervis.
Bargaining over the Bomb William Spaniel 2019-02-28 This book uses formal models to explore the conditions under which nuclear agreements are credible.
Good Governance in the Era of Global Neoliberalism Jolle Demmers 2004-08-02 This new collection critically examines the new global policy of 'good
governance'. This catchphrase of aid policy and development thinking has been the subject of too little analysis to date. This book redresses the balance. It
places the prefix 'good', and exactly what that means, under the microscope and examines the impact of neoliberal governance in a wide range of countries
and territories, including Chile, Russia, Argentina and Indonesia.
The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (Updated Edition) John J. Mearsheimer 2003-01-17 "A superb book.…Mearsheimer has made a significant contribution
to our understanding of the behavior of great powers."—Barry R. Posen, The National Interest The updated edition of this classic treatise on the behavior of
great powers takes a penetrating look at the question likely to dominate international relations in the twenty-first century: Can China rise peacefully? In clear,
eloquent prose, John Mearsheimer explains why the answer is no: a rising China will seek to dominate Asia, while the United States, determined to remain the
world's sole regional hegemon, will go to great lengths to prevent that from happening. The tragedy of great power politics is inescapable.
Anarchism in Latin America Ángel J. Cappelletti 2018-02-13 The available material in English discussing Latin American anarchism tends to be fragmentary,
country-specific, or focused on single individuals. This new translation of Ángel Cappelletti's wide-ranging, country-by-country historical overview of
anarchism's social and political achievements in fourteen Latin American nations is the first book-length regional history ever published in English. With a
foreword by the translator. Ángel J. Cappelletti (1927–1995) was an Argentinian philosopher who taught at Simon Bolivar University in Venezuela. He is the
author of over forty works primarily investigating philosophy and anarchism. Gabriel Palmer-Fernandez is Distinguished Professor of Philosophy and Religious
Studies at Youngstown State University.
International Aid and Democracy Promotion Bann Seng Tan 2020-10-30 International Aid and Democracy Promotion investigates the link between foreign aid
and the promotion of democracy, using theory, statistical tests and illustrative case studies. This book challenges the field of development to recognize that

democracy promotion is unlike other development goals. With a goal like economic development, the interests of the recipient and the donor coincide;
whereas, with democratization, authoritarian recipients have strong reasons to oppose what donors seek. The different motivations of donors and recipients
must be considered if democracy aid is to be effective. The author examines how donors exercise their leverage over aid recipients, and, more importantly,
why, using selectorate theory to understand the incentives of both aid donors and recipients. International Aid and Democracy Promotion will be of great
interest to academics and students of development and democratization, as well as policy makers with authority over foreign aid allocation. Open Access for
this book is generously supported by the Ashoka University.
Hierarchy in International Relations David A. Lake 2011-01-15 International relations are generally understood as a realm of anarchy in which countries lack
any superior authority and interact within a Hobbesian state of nature. In Hierarchy in International Relations, David A. Lake challenges this traditional view,
demonstrating that states exercise authority over one another in international hierarchies that vary historically but are still pervasive today. Revisiting the
concepts of authority and sovereignty, Lake offers a novel view of international relations in which states form social contracts that bind both dominant and
subordinate members. The resulting hierarchies have significant effects on the foreign policies of states as well as patterns of international conflict and
cooperation. Focusing largely on U.S.-led hierarchies in the contemporary world, Lake provides a compelling account of the origins, functions, and limits of
political order in the modern international system. The book is a model of clarity in theory, research design, and the use of evidence. Motivated by concerns
about the declining international legitimacy of the United States following the Iraq War, Hierarchy in International Relations offers a powerful analytic
perspective that has important implications for understanding America's position in the world in the years ahead.
Strategic Stability in the Post-Cold War World and the Future of Nuclear Disarmament Melvin L. Best, Jr. 2013-04-17 This Report contains a Consensus
Report and the papers submitted to the April 6 -10, 1995 NATO Advanced Research Workshop on Strategic Stability In The Post-Cold War World And The
Future Of Nuclear Disarmament, held in Washington D. C. , United States Of America of at The Airlie Conference Center. The workshop was sponsored by
the NATO Division Scientific and Environmental Affairs as part of its ongoing outreach programme to widen and deepen scientific contacts between NATO
member countries and the Cooperation Partner countries of the former Warsaw Treaty Organization. The participants recognize that the collapse of the former
Soviet Union has left a conceptual vacuum in the definition of a new world order. Never before have the components of world order all changed so rapidly, so
deeply, or so globally. As Henry Kissinger points out, the emergence of the new world order will have answered three fundamental questions:" What are the
basic units of the international order? What are their means of interacting? and What are the goals on behalf of which they interact? " The main question is
whether the establishment and maintenance of an international system will turn out to be a conscious design, or the outgrowth of a test of strength. The
concept of a planning framework that could shape or govern these interactions is emerging and may now be at hand. Capturing this emerging framework is
the thrust of this NATO-sponsored Advanced Research Workshop.
Reformism or Revolution Alan Woods 2015-05-15 This book by Alan Woods is a polemic against a well-known (in Latin American terms) intellectual Heinz
Dieterich. Dieterich claims to have invented a new "Socialism of the 21st Century" and much else into the bargain. He offers a great deal of advice to those
involved in the Venezuelan Revolution dressed up in all manner of revolutionary rhetoric. However, when you clear away all the verbiage that surrounds his
"new" socialist philosophy, there remains nothing new at all, simply a rehash of stale petty-bourgeois ideas of the past. The author of "Reformism or
Revolution" seeks to answer Dieterich's extravagant claims and in doing so defends the real ideas of Marxism on a whole host of questions and in particular
the way forward for the Venezuelan and world revolution.
Liberalism and Cronyism Randall G. Holcombe and Andrea M. Castillo 2013-04-09 Political and economic systems either allow exchange and resource
allocation to take place through mutual agreement under a system of liberalism, or force them to take place under a system of cronyism in which some people
have the power to direct the activities of others. This book, published by the Mercatus Center at George Mason University, seeks to clarify the differences
between liberalism and cronyism by scrutinizing the actual operation of various political and economic systems. Examples include historical systems such as
fascism in Germany between the world wars and socialism in the former Soviet Union, as well as contemporary systems such as majoritarianism and
industrial policy. By examining how real governments have operated, this book demonstrates why—despite their diverse designs—in practice all political and
economic systems are variants of either liberalism or cronyism.
News of War Rachel Judith Galvin 2018 A new work of scholarship that considers several of the most prominent poets writing from the outbreak of the
Spanish Civil War to the end of World War II.
The Cambridge World History of Violence Louise Edwards 2020-03-31
Whose Keeper? Alan Wolfe 2022-03-25 Whose Keeper? is a profound and creative treatise on modernity and its challenge to social science. Alan Wolfe
argues that modern liberal democracies, such as the United States and Scandinavia, have broken with traditional sources of mortality and instead have relied
upon economic and political frameworks to define their obligations to one another. Wolfe calls for reinvigorating a sense of community and thus a sense of
obligation to the larger society. This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California Press's mission to seek
out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peerreviewed scholarship accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1989.
Thinking about Deterrence Air Univeristy Press 2014-09-01 With many scholars and analysts questioning the relevance of deterrence as a valid strategic
concept, this volume moves beyond Cold War nuclear deterrence to show the many ways in which deterrence is applicable to contemporary security. It
examines the possibility of applying deterrence theory and practice to space, to cyberspace, and against non-state actors. It also examines the role of nuclear
deterrence in the twenty-first century and reaches surprising conclusions.
Dictators and Autocrats Klaus Larres 2021-10-31 In order to truly understand the emergence, endurance, and legacy of autocracy, this volume of engaging
essays explores how autocratic power is acquired, exercised, and transferred or abruptly ended through the careers and politics of influential figures in more
than 20 countries and six regions. The book looks at both traditional "hard" dictators, such as Hitler, Stalin, and Mao, and more modern "soft" or populist
autocrats, who are in the process of transforming once fully democratic countries into autocratic states, including Recep Tayyip Erdo?an in Turkey, Brazilian
leader Jair Bolsonaro, Rodrigo Duterte in the Philippines, Narendra Modi in India, and Viktor Orbán in Hungary. The authors touch on a wide range of
autocratic and dictatorial figures in the past and present, including present-day autocrats, such as Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping, military leaders, and
democratic leaders with authoritarian aspirations. They analyze the transition of selected autocrats from democratic or benign semi-democratic systems to
harsher forms of autocracy, with either quite disastrous or more successful outcomes. An ideal reader for students and scholars, as well as the general public,
interested in international affairs, leadership studies, contemporary history and politics, global studies, security studies, economics, psychology, and
behavioral studies.
Sustainable Security Jeremi Suri 2016 Sustaining security : rethinking American national security strategy / Jeremi Suri and Benjamin Valentino -- Dollar
diminution and new macroeconomic constraints on American power / Jonathan Kirshner -- Does American military power attract foreign investment? / Daniel
Drezner and Nancy Hite-Rubin -- Preserving national strength in a period of fiscal restraint / Cindy Williams -- State finance and national power : Great Britain,
China, and the United States in historical perspective / Jeremi Suri -- Reforming American power : civilian national security institutions in the early cold war
and beyond / William Inboden -- To starve an army : how great power armies respond to austerity / John W. Hall -- Climate change and US national security :
sustaining security amidst unsustainability / Joshua William Busby -- At home abroad : public attitudes towards America's overseas commitments / Benjamin
Valentino -- The right choice for NATO / William Wohlforth -- The United States and the Middle East : interests, risks, and costs / Daniel Byman and Sara
Bjerg Moller -- Keep, toss, or fix? : assessing US alliances in East Asia / Jennifer Lind -- Terminating the interminable? / Sumit Ganguly -- Neutralization as a
sustainable approach to Afghanistan / Audrey Kurth Cronin -- Conclusion / Jeremi Suri and Benjamin Valentino
Stabilizing Great-Power Rivalries Michael J. Mazarr 2021-11-29 Leveraging theory and historical cases, the authors identify the factors that keep great-power
rivalries stable and those that lead to conflictual outcomes and use that framework to assess the current U.S.-Russia and U.S.-China competitions.
Advances in Political Economy Norman Schofield 2013-03-14 This book presents latest research in the field of Political Economy, dealing with the integration
of economics and politics and the way institutions affect social decisions. The focus is on innovative topics such as an institutional analysis based on case
studies; the influence of activists on political decisions; new techniques for analyzing elections, involving game theory and empirical methods.
The Perils and Promise of Global Transparency Kristin M. Lord 2012-02-01 Argues that increasing levels of transparency do not always change international
politics for the better.
History and Neorealism Ernest R. May 2010-09-09 Neorealists argue that all states aim to acquire power and that state cooperation can therefore only be
temporary, based on a common opposition to a third country. This view condemns the world to endless conflict for the indefinite future. Based upon careful
attention to actual historical outcomes, this book contends that, while some countries and leaders have demonstrated excessive power drives, others have
essentially underplayed their power and sought less position and influence than their comparative strength might have justified. Featuring case studies from
across the globe, History and Neorealism examines how states have actually acted. The authors conclude that leadership, domestic politics, and the domain

(of gain or loss) in which they reside play an important role along with international factors in raising the possibility of a world in which conflict does not remain
constant and, though not eliminated, can be progressively reduced.
Environment and Post-Soviet Transformation in Kazakhstan’s Aral Sea Region William Wheeler 2021-10-25 The Aral Sea is well known for its devastating
regression over the second half of the twentieth century, and for its recent partial restoration. Environment and Post-Soviet Transformation in Kazakhstan’s
Aral Sea Region is the first book to explore what these monumental changes have meant to those living on the sea’s shores. Following the fluctuating fortunes
of the pre-Soviet, Soviet and post-Soviet fisheries, the book shows how the vast environmental changes the region has undergone cannot be disentangled
from the transformations of Soviet socialism and postsocialism. This ethnographic perspective prompts a critical rethinking of the category of environmental
disaster through which the region is predominantly known. Tracing how the sea’s retreat and partial return have been apprehended by diverse local actors in
the former port of Aral’sk and surrounding fishing villages, as well as by scientists, bureaucrats and international development workers, William Wheeler draws
out the multiple meanings environmental change acquires within different contexts. This study of how people make their lives amidst overlapping ecological
and political-economic upheavals is rich in ethnographic detail that is both rooted in Soviet legacies and alive to the new transnational connections that are
reshaping the region. Offering a rigorous political ecology of Soviet socialism and after, the book is a major contribution to the nascent environmental
anthropology of Central Asia. It will be of interest to environmental anthropologists, environmental historians, and scholars of all disciplines working on Central
Asia and the former USSR.
Alliance Curse Hilton L. Root 2009-11-01 In Alliance Curse, Hilton Root illustrates that recent U.S. foreign policy is too often misguided, resulting in
misdirected foreign aid and alliances that stunt political and economic development among partner regimes, leaving America on the wrong side of change.
Many alliances with third world dictators, ostensibly of mutual benefit, reduce incentives to govern for prosperity and produce instead political and social
instability and economic failure. Yet again, in the war on terror and in the name of preserving global stability, America is backing authoritarian regimes that
practice repression and plunder. It is as if the cold war never ended. While espousing freedom and democracy, the U.S. contradicts itself by aiding
governments that do not share those values. In addition to undercutting its own stated goal of promoting freedom, America makes the developing world even
more wary of its intentions. Yes, the democracy we preach arouses aspirations and attracts immigrants, but those same individuals become our sternest
critics; having learned to admire American values, they end up deploring U.S. policies toward their own countries. Long-term U.S. security is jeopardized by a
legacy of resentment and distrust. A lliance Curse proposes an analytical foundation for national security that challenges long-held assumptions about foreign
affairs. It questions the wisdom of diplomacy that depends on questionable linkages or outdated suppositions. The end of the Soviet Union did not portend the
demise of communism, for example. Democracy and socialism are not incompatible systems. Promoting democracy by linking it with free trade risks
overemphasizing the latter goal at the expense of the former. The growing tendency to play China against India in an effort to retain American global
supremacy will hamper relations with both—an intolerable situation in today's interdependent world. Root buttresses his analysis with case studies of
American foreign policy toward developing countries (e.g., Vietnam), efforts at state building, and nations growing in importance, such as China. He concludes
with a series of recommendations designed to close the gap between security and economic development.
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