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A study of the production and use of iron and steel in early China,
and simultaneously a methodological study of the reconciliation of
archaeological and written sources in Chinese cultural history. Includes chapters on the technology of iron production based on
studies of artifact microstructures.
After a period of many years, uniﬁcation was the desire by all at
the end of the Warring States Period. Six separate states, Han,
Zhao, Yan, Wei, Chu and Qi uniﬁed with the establishment of a
centralised feudal state. Although the Qin Dynasty was quickly
overthrown due to tyranny, there was the implementation of a
range of policies conducive to uniﬁcation which had far-reaching
and signiﬁcant impacts on society lasting 2,000 years. The Han
Dynasty followed and inherited the Qin system. In the Han Dynasty there were brilliant socio-political, economic, military, cultural
and artistic achievements, and so this period occupies an important position in the history of the development of Chinese civilization. The Qin Dynasty was not long and few large tombs have
been found, so little is known of the jade ware. From the Han Dynasty, much is known and representing the peak of Chinese jade
ware. That is, in terms of number of pieces found, choice of materials and their design as well as the carvings. The bronze foundry
industry became secondary and its scale of production was shrinking compared to the Shang and Zhou Dynasties. Gold and silver
ware gradually developed to very advances stages. This book, the
third in a ten-volume collection, brings to the English-speaking
world a series of books from China which has been complied by
an Expert Committee of the Chinese Society of Cultural Relics.

There are 383 descriptions.
The Chinese made the world's ﬁrst bronze chime-bells, which they
used to perform ritual music, particularly during the Shang and
Zhou dynasties (ca. 1700-221 B.C.). Lothar von Falkenhausen's
rich and detailed study reconstructs how the music of these bells—the only Bronze Age instruments that can still be played—may
have sounded and how it was conceptualized in theoretical terms.
His analysis and discussion of the ritual, political, and technical aspects of this music provide a unique window into ancient Chinese
culture. This is the ﬁrst interdisciplinary perspective on recent
archaeological ﬁnds that have transformed our understanding of
ancient Chinese music. Of great signiﬁcance to the understanding
of Chinese culture in its crucial formative stage, it provides a
fresh point of departure for exploring later Asian musical history
and oﬀers great possibilities for comparisons with music worldwide.
Anthony Hardy's Sze Yuan Tang Collection of ancient Chinese had
its inspirational beginnings in the early 1950s when, as a schoolboy in England, he was struck by the architechtonic beauty of a
solitary Shang jue tripod wine vessel in his father's collection of
predominantly Western medieval art. There is little doubt that his
early encounter with the archaic jue led to an intense interest in
early Chinese art and in ancient Chinese ritual bronzes in particular. Hardy started collecting bronzes seriously in the early 1980s
and places great importance on what he calls the"Four P's"-Patination, Pictogram, Precision and Provenance. To Hardy, a bronze vessel worthy of collecting must have a good natural Patination, nature's contribution to a great work of bronze art; a Pictogram or in-

scription of historic signiﬁcance; Precision and sharpness of casting; and also Provenance recording the academic history of the
piece, the collections it has been in, where it has been exhibited
and what has been written about it. When Hardy married Susan
Chen they decided that the exhibition of Hardy's principally Shang
ritual bronzes scheduled for late 2000 at the Asian Civilisations
Museum in Singapore should be expanded to include sculptural
animal bronzes and the more feminine and jewel-like inlaid
bronzes of the Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods belonging to Chen's own collection. Together the two collections
oﬀer a more extensive view of the glorious traditions of ancient
Chinese bronzes.
Discusses the history of cultural life in archaic and imperial China,
providing information on literature, calligraphy, religion, architecture, medicine, music and theater, and family life.
A Google search for a book on Vietnamese history will result in an
overwhelming number about the war which ended in 1975. This
book oﬀers an overview of Vietnamese history from prehistory to
the present day. It speciﬁcally focuses on the period from 700 to
111 BCE. It discusses the country's origins, the three characters
which shaped its early history: the Hùng kings, An Dương Vương,
Zhao Tuo and the battles involved during transfer of power from
one to the next. The ﬁnal battle ended the country’s autonomy
and placed the country under Chinese dynastic rule for one thousand years to the 10th century. It also tells the stories of the mythical Four Immortals, the bronze drums in the north, the earrings in
the centre and south. It recounts the tragic love story of the Magic
Crossbow, the 2200-year-old fort of Cổ Loa. It is written from a
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traveller’s perspective and has 71 photographs, maps and diagrams.
The ﬁfth volume of Dr Needham's immense undertaking, like the
fourth, is subdivided into parts for ease of assimilation and presentation, each part bound and published separately. The volume as
a whole covers the subjects of alchemy, early chemistry, and
chemical technology (which includes military invention, especially
gunpowder and rockets; paper and printing; textiles; mining and
metallurgy; the salt industry; and ceramics).
In this book, Xiaolong Wu oﬀers a comprehensive and in-depth
study of the Zhongshan state during China's Warring States Period (476-221 BCE). Analyzing artefacts, inscriptions, and grandiose
funerary structures within a broad archaeological context, he illuminates the connections between power and identity, and the
role of material culture in asserting and communicating both. The
author brings an interdisciplinary approach to this study. He combines and cross-examines all available categories of evidence, including archaeological, textual, art historical, and epigraphical, enabling innovative interpretations and conclusions that challenge
conventional views regarding Zhongshan and ethnicity in ancient
China. Wu reveals the complex relationship between material culture, cultural identity, and statecraft intended by the royal patrons. He demonstrates that the Zhongshan king Cuo constructed
a hybrid cultural identity, consolidated his power, and aimed to
maintain political order at court after his death through the buildings, sculpture, and inscriptions that he commissioned.
This catalog focuses on the casting techniques of archiac bronzes.
The fruit of late historian and accomplished Chu expert Zhang
Zhengming’s long and dedicated research, A History of Chu reveals the intriguing history of a powerful feudal state in the Zhou
dynasty. Chu, once deemed southern “barbarians,” gradually rose
to prominence on the shores of the Yangtze as the Zhou court
weakened. With King Zhuang recognized as hegemonial lord towards the late Spring and Autumn period, the Chu subdued many
Central Plain states and eventually survived into the Warring
States period as a major power. From its emergence to the realization of its ambitious conquests and regional hegemony, the Chu
state, with its vast territory, boasted a culture that was distinctly
diﬀerent from the Central Plain states. Zhang Zhengming spent
years studying and gathering both historical records and archaeo-
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logical ﬁnds, carefully compiling his ﬁndings into a Chu-centric narrative that previous studies of traditional Chinese history have
lacked. A History of Chu documents the entirety of the Chu’s remarkable and dramatic existence. Volume 3 ﬁnishes with an account of the gradual decline of the once powerful Chu. Although
the short-lived reforms in administration and the military initiated
by the famous military strategist Wu Qi returned the Chu to a position of power during the Warring States period, the Chu’s prominence started to fall into obscurity under the rule of King Huai and
the Chu was eventually subjugated by the increasingly dominant
Qin. The Chu family was later revived as an insurgent force
against the Qin’s imperial rule and was defeated by the Han after
the collapse of the Qin dynasty.
Nicely produced catalog for an exhibition at the Denver Art Museum. Features 43 ceramic and bronze jars, bowls, cups, and ﬂasks,
and traces the progression of Chinese design and decoration from
its beginnings at the hands of Neolithic potters up to the creation
of funerary wares by Han and Tang cra
Despite China’s long tradition of venerating the past as the ultimate source of cultural authority, the discourse of antiquity prior
to the Song period (960–1279) demonstrated little concern for ancient objects. With a focus on physical artifacts of the past, Song
intellectuals began a new discipline, “the study of bronze and
stone” (jinshixue), that generated collections of items such as
bronze vessels and bells, stone steles, and ink rubbings of inscriptions carved or cast on objects. This ﬁrst comprehensive study in
English of the Song antiquarian movement and how it refashioned
the distant past uses textual and material evidence to examine
this development, which has had long-lasting inﬂuence on Chinese intellectual history and on the preservation of material objects. In addition to collecting and comparing artifacts, Song antiquaries compiled extensive catalogs that included drawings, measurements, and meticulous descriptions. Their studies have contributed to the way history has been documented since the
eleventh century and serve as a basis for archaeology of the modern period. Bronze and Stone contextualizes the Song antiquarian
movement among previous Chinese engagements with antiquity,
subsequent popular interest in ancient objects, and world antiquarianism.

Paul Getty Museum Symposium on Small Bronze Sculpture held in
March 1989, the book discusses historical and technical considerations in provenancing and collecting bronzes of Greek, Etruscan,
and Roman manufacture.
Chinese Religious Art is a broad survey of the origins and development of the various forms of artistic expression of Chinese religions. This survey of icons, temples, and rituals reveals the varied
ways the Chinese expressed the presence of the divine and worshipped it. Some of the most beautiful art, inspired mountain temples, lofty landscapes, lush gardens, murals and paintings both
narrative and iconic, characterizes each of the traditions. Most of
the visual material comprises unpublished views of these sacred
sites.
Greek vases and Peruvian bottles, Chinese bronzes and African
masks, Tel Brak idols and Egyptian tomb paintings -- artifacts ancient and modern reveal man's universal fascination with the eye
and his awe before its mysterious powers. In this wide-ranging
and richly illustrated essay Albert M. Potts considers the special
properties the human mind has ascribed to the eye over the millenia and seeks out its peculiar signiﬁcance as symbol. Amulets
against the Evil Eye persist today in nearly every part of the
world. Almost as pervasive is the conception of the Good Eye, itself used as a protective.

In this book ﬁfteen leading scholars and scientists evaluate small-scale bronze sculpture from the Mediterranean. Based on a J.

Describes the Chinese Bronze Age, including the development of
the Chinese state, writing, religion and architecture.
Focusing on the ancient culture and civilization of China, early
Southeast Asia, and Melanesia, contributions from 40 specialists
in archaeology, ceramics, conservation, historical studies, linguistics, metallurgy, radiocarbon dating, and x-radiology are coordinated into an overall view of the background of the Paciﬁc cultures to
the north of Australia. The forty-ﬁve papers were delivered at a
conference at Kiola, NSW, in 1988, and have been since updated.
All of the contributions are presented in English.
"The artistic exchange between the pastoral peoples and their settled Chinese neighbors through trade, migration, marriage alliances, and warfare contributed to the cultural development of
both groups. This book chronicles that exchange and tells of the
legacy of their art, with iconographic analyses and detailed descriptions of nearly two hundred artifacts." "The objects, a recent
gift to The Metropolitan Museum of Art, are drawn from the distinguished collection of Eugene V. Thaw, with additional works select-
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ed from other New York collections and from the holdings of the
Metropolitan Museum."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary ﬁeld provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
Presenting new studies on the chronology and iconography of Buddhist art during the Western Ch'in (385-431 A.D.) in northwest China, including Ping-ling ssu and Mai-chi shan, this book addresses
issues of dating, textual sources, the ﬁve-Buddhas, and relation
with Gandhara.
A History of Chinese Science and Technology (Voulumes 1, 2 & 3)
presents 44 individual lectures, beginning with Ancient Chinese
Science and Technology in the Process of Human Civilizations and
An Overview of Ancient Chinese Science and Technology, and
continuing with in-depth discussions of several issues in the history of science and the Needham Puzzle, interspersed with topics on
Astronomy, Arithmetic, Agriculture, and Medicine, The Four Great
Inventions, and various technological areas closely related to
clothing, food, shelter, and transportation. This book is the most
authoritative work on the history of Chinese Science and Technology. It is the Winner of the China Book Award, the Shanghai Book
Award (1st prize), and the China Classics International (State Administration of Press, Publication, Radio, Film and Television of
The People’s Republic of China) and oﬀers an essential resource
for academic researchers and non-experts alike. It originated with
a series of 44 lectures presented to top Chinese leaders, which received very positive feedback. Written by top Chinese scholars in
their respective ﬁelds from the Institute for the History of Nature
Sciences, Chinese Academic Sciences and many other respected
Chinese organizations, the book is intended for scientists, researchers and postgraduate students working in the history of science, philosophy of science and technology, and related disciplines. Yongxiang Lu is a professor, former president and member
of the Chinese Academy of Sciences.
After two volumes mainly introductory, Dr Needham now embarks
upon his systematic study of the development of the natural sciences in China. The Sciences of the Earth follow: geography and
cartography, geology, seismology and mineralogy. Dr Needham
distinguishes parallel traditions of scientiﬁc cartography and religious cosmography in East and West, discussing orbocentric
wheel-maps, the origins of the rectangular grid system, sailing
charts and relief maps, Chinese survey methods, and the impact
of Renaissance cartography on the East. Finally-and here Dr Need-
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ham's work has no Western predecessors-there are full accounts
of the Chinese contribution to geology and mineralogy.
This book presents the ﬁrst translation into English of the full text
of the Kaogong ji. This classic work, described by the great scholar of the history of Chinese science and technology Joseph Needham as "the most important document for the study of ancient
Chinese technology", dates from the ﬁfth century BC and forms
part of the Zhouli (The Rites of the Zhou Dynasty), one of the
great Confucian classics. The text itself describes the techniques
of working and the technologies used by over twenty diﬀerent
kinds of craftsmen and artiﬁcers, such as metal workers, chariot
makers, weapon makers, music instrument makers, potters and
master builders. This edition, besides providing the full text in English, also provides a substantial introduction and other supporting explanatory material, over one hundred illustrations of ancient
Chinese artefacts, and the original Chinese text itself.
These two volumes elucidate the manner in which there emerged,
on the North China plain, hierarchically structured, functionally
specialized social institutions organized on a political and territorial basis during the second millennium b.c. They describe the
way in which, during subsequent centuries, these institutes were
diﬀused through much of the rest of North and Central China. Author Paul Wheatley equates the emergence of the ceremonial center, as evidenced in Shang China, with a functional and developmental stage in urban genesis, and substantiates his argument
with comparative evidence from the Americas, Mesopotamia,
Egypt, Southeast Asia, the Mediterranean, and the Yoruba territories. The Origins and Character of the Ancient Chinese City seeks
in small measure to help redress the current imbalance between
our knowledge of the contemporary, Western-style city on the one
hand, and of the urbanism characteristic of the traditional world
on the other. Those aspects of urban theory which have been derived predominantly from the investigation of Western urbanism,
are tested against, rather than applied to ancient China. The Origins and Character of the Ancient Chinese City examines the cosmological symbolism of the Chinese city, constructed as a world
unto itself. It suggests, with a wealth of argument and evidence,
that this cosmo-magical role underpinned the functional unity of
the city everywhere, until new bases for urban life began to develop in the Hellenistic world. Whereas the majority of previous investigations into the nature of the Chinese city have been under-
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taken from the standpoint of elites, The Origins and Character of
the Ancient Chinese City has adopted a point of view closer to
that of the social scientist than the geographer.
The Bronze Age Civilization of Central Asia edited by Philip L. Kohl
collates translated articles from soviet ﬁndings of Bronze Age and
Aenolithic remains in Central Asia. Originally published in 1981, these articles include the latest discoveries at the time of publication such as the Murghab Delta sites to build a clearer picture of
civilizations and settlements in Bronze Age Southern Central Asia
and their history and evolution for new English audiences. This title will be of interest to students of history, archaeology and anthropology.
One of the great breakthroughs in Chinese studies in the early
twentieth century was the archaeological identiﬁcation of the earliest, fully historical dynasty of kings, the Shang (ca. 1300-1050
B.C.E.). The last ﬁfty years have seen major advances in all areas
of Chinese archaeology, but recent studies of the Shang, their ancestors, and their contemporaries have been especially rich. Since
the last English-language overview of Shang civilization appeared
in 1980, the pace of discovery has quickened. China in the Early
Bronze Age: Shang Civilization is the ﬁrst work in twenty-ﬁve
years to synthesize current knowledge of the Shang for everyone
interested in the origins of Chinese civilization. China in the Early
Bronze Age traces the development of early Bronze Age cultures
in North and Northwestern China from about 2000 B.C.E., including the Erlitou culture (often identiﬁed with the Xia) and the Erligang culture. Robert L. Thorp introduces major sites, their architectural remains, burials, and material culture, with special attention to jades and bronze. He reviews the many discoveries near
Anyang, site of two capitals of the Shang kings. In addition to the
topography of these sites, Thorp discusses elite crafts and devotes a chapter to the Shang cult, its divination practices, and its
rituals. The volume concludes with a survey of the late Shang
world, cultures contemporary with Anyang during the late second
millennium B.C.E. Fully documented with references to Chinese
archaeological sources and illustrated with more than one hundred line drawings, China in the Early Bronze Age also includes informative sidebars on related topics and suggested readings. Students of the history and archaeology of early civilizations will ﬁnd
China in the Early Bronze Age the most up-to-date and wide-ranging introduction to its topic now in print. Scholars in Chinese
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studies will use this work as a handbook and research guide. This

4

volume makes fascinating reading for anyone interested in the formative stages of Chinese culture.
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